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[Oratorically, referring to his documents]
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This one, it is interesting to recall, was propounded

exactly a century ago, and we must take it as a fortunate
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[Peering at his documents]
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[Still more promptly] 

[He claps loudly and nudges Queen Zazu, who claps too. At the same time, King

Ollie and Queen Isabel glance at each other incredulously, then also clap.]
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[King Morph rises, as do Queen Zazu, Dulcibella, and King Ollie and Queen Isabel.] 

            King Morph 

[To Carlo] Doubtless, Prince Simon, you will wish to retire and prepare yourself for 

the ceremony. 

            Carlo 

Thank you, sir. 

            King Ollie 

[To Prince Simon] Son—young sir, you will a end to the prince? 

            Prince Simon 

Have I Your Majesty’s permission to a end His Royal Highness? It is the custom of his 

country for Princes of the royal blood to be married in full armor, a ma er that requires 

a certain adjustment — 

            King Morph 

Of course, of course. [Carlo bows to King Morph and Queen Zazu and goes out, accompanied 

by King Ollie and Queen Isabel. As Prince Simon is about to follow, King Morph stops him.] 

Young man, you have a quality of quickness which I admire. It is my pleasure to reward 

it in any way which commends itself to you. 

            Prince Simon 

Your Majesty is ever gracious. May I ask for my reward after the ceremony? [He catches the 

eye of Princess Camilla, and they give each other a secret smile.] 

            King Morph 

Certainly. [Prince Simon bows and goes out. To Dulcibella] Now, young woman, make 

yourself scarce. You’ve done your work excellently, and we will see that you and your — 

what was his name? 

            Dulcibella 

Eg, Your Majesty. 

            King Morph 

— that you and your Eg are not forgo en. I will see to it that you both are well done. 

            Dulcibella 

Coo! [She curtsies and goes out.] 

            Princess Camilla 

[Calling] Wait for me, Dulcibella! 

            King Morph 

[To Queen Zazu] Well, my dear, we may congratulate ourselves. As I remember saying

 to somebody once, “You have not lost a daughter, you have gained a son.” How does 

he strike you? 

            Queen Zazu 

Stupid. 

            King Morph 

They made a very handsome pair, I thought, he and Dulcibella. 

            Queen Zazu 

Both stupid. 
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            King Morph 

I said nothing about stupidity. What I said was that they were both extremely handsome. 

That is the important thing. [Struck by a sudden idea] Or isn’t it? 

            Queen Zazu 

What do you think of Prince Simon, Camilla? 

            Princess Camilla 

I adore him. We shall be so happy together. 

            King Morph 

Well, of course you will. I told you so. Happily ever after. 

            Queen Zazu 

Run along now and get ready. 

            Princess Camilla 

Yes, mother. [She throws a kiss to them and goes out.] 

            King Morph 

[Anxiously] My dear, have we been wrong about Camilla all this time? It seemed to me 

that she wasn’t looking quite so plain as usual just now. Did you notice anything? 

            Queen Zazu 

[Carelessly] Just the excitement of the marriage. 

            King Morph 

[Relieved] Ah, yes, that would account for it. [King Ollie and Queen Isabel reenter.] 

Queen Isabel 

I do think things are progressing splendidly, don’t you, my love? 

            King Ollie 

Ah, yes, wonderful, wonderful! The princess is quite beautiful, and so, and so… 

            Queen Isabel 

…so princess-like. Don’t you agree, my love? 

            King Ollie 

Oh, yes, so many characteristics one desires in a princess. Coo! 

            King Morph 

Well, we will soon have the royal wedding, just as soon as our lovely, lovely children 

are ready. 

            Queen Zazu 

And they are so lovely, aren’t they? 

            King Ollie 

This is indeed a marvelous enterprise in which we all are taking! 


