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Curtains open, disclosing the King's throne room. The king is fast asleep on his elevated 

throne USC. Townspeople are readying the castle for the upcoming wedding festivities; the 

Chancellor is running around giving orders while trying to keep things quiet for the sleeping king.
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-
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Hands over mouth in shock; looks at undisturbed sleeping king.

Each time he prepares to speak, the chorus responds.
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Chancellor shoos all off stage L&R; he prepares to "Shhhh;" on

the last chord; instead, on the last chord the chorus pops their 

heads on stage from the wings and gives a loud "Shhhh" sound!
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[Chancellor briefly inspects the décor, then looks at his wristwatch or pocket watch (it is an hourglass).] 

            Chancellor 

Ah, look at the time; they’ll be arriving any moment! [He turns to awaken the King; quietly speaking.] Your Highness? 

King Morph? [a little louder] Your Highness? [gently shakes his leg] Hello? Hi? [gets an idea, stomps his feet] Ah, I do 

believe I hear the footsteps of your wife the Queen approaching. [King awakens with a start.] 

King Morph 

(With simple dignity) I was thinking. 

Chancellor 

(Bowing) Never, Your Majesty, was greater need for thought than now. 

King Morph 

That’s what I was thinking. 

(He struggles into a more dignified position.) Well, what is it? More trouble? 

Chancellor 

What we might call the old trouble, Your Majesty. 

King Morph 

It’s what I was saying last night to the Queen. “Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown,” was how I put it. 

Chancellor 

A profound and original thought, which may well go down to posterity. 

King Morph 

You mean it may go down well with posterity. I hope so. Remind me to tell you some time of another little thing I 

said to Her Majesty: something about a fierce light beating on a throne. Posterity would like that, too. Well, what is it? 

Chancellor 

It is in the matter of Her Royal Highness’s wedding. 
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King Morph 

Oh . . . yes. 

Chancellor 

As Your Majesty is aware, the young Prince Simon arrives today to seek Her Royal Highness’s

 hand in marriage. He has been traveling in distant

lands and, as I understand, has not — er — has not — 

King Morph 

You mean he hasn’t heard anything. 

Chancellor 

It is a li�le difficult to put this tactfully, Your Majesty. 

King Morph 

Do your best, and I will tell you afterwards how you got on. 

Chancellor 

Let me put it this way. The Prince Simon will naturally assume that Her Royal 

Highness has the customary — so customary as to be, in my own poor opinion, 

slightly monotonous — has what one might call the inevitable — so inevitable 

as to be, in my opinion again, almost mechanical — will assume, that she has 

the, as I think of it, faultily faultless, icily regular, splendidly — 

            King Morph 

What you are trying to say in the fewest words possible is that my daughter is 

not beautiful. 

            Chancellor 

Her beauty is certainly elusive, Your Majesty. 

            King Morph 

It is. It has eluded you, it has eluded me, it has eluded everybody who has seen 

her. It even eluded the Court Painter. His last words were, “Well, I did my best.” 

His successor is now painting the view across the water-meadows from the West 

Turret. He says that his doctor has advised him to keep to landscape. 

Chancellor 

It is unfortunate, Your Majesty, but there it is. One just cannot understand how 

it can have occurred. 


